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LIFE ON THE OCEAN 


WAVES? - PHOOEY! 
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THE LAST GREAT FRONTIER TREASURE HOUSE OF NORTH AMERICA 


THE BEST IN WINTER TRANSPORTATION 


The MODEL K-10 MOTOR TOBOGGAN with AUTOMATIC 
TRANSMISSION drives easily over snow and ice...climbs 
steep grades. . hauls heavy loads - at speeds in excess of 20 
miles per hour with fuel consumption in excess of 25 miles 
per gallon of gasoline. 
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It is truly a MOTORIZED SLED of a THOUSAND USES. Ice 
and snow no longer need delay the performance of tasks that 
formerly could Fe accomplished only on skis or snowshoes 
or with a dog team and sledge. 
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TRAPPERS, WOODSMEN, DOCTORS, POWER COMPANY 
LINE PATROLS - and many others - depend on the K-10 
MOTOR TOBOGGAN for SAFE, ECONOMICAL TRANSPOR- 
TATION and find it ‘‘TOPS’’ for ESSENTIAL WINTER 
TRAVEL anywhere. 


This photo shows patrolmen inspect- 
ing a tower near Birken, British 
WRITE IMMEDIATELY FOR FULL PARTICULARS TO: Columbia. 
This company, when on their line 
CO D patrol, made a trip over a mountain 
FOUR WHEEL DRIVE AUTO . LT e pass in less than three hours which 
formerly took them at least four to 
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Paging - Chief Justice Gordon M. Sloan... 


By A. SAHONOVITCH 


NE OF the most hotly debated 

problems to concern British Col- 
umbians in recent years has been the 
one of how BEST to perpetrate our 
forest resources. With50% of the ec- 
onomy of the province dependent di- 
rectly and indirectly on forest pro- 
duction, it is a matter of vital con- 
cernto everyone in the province. The 
Sloan Commission Report, handed 
down six years ago, confirmed the 
Forestry Department’s long-held sus- 
picion that our forests were being cut 
out at a Suicidal rate. The old ‘‘cut- 
and - get-out-and-be-damned-to-the 
future’’ system of logging was going 
to have to undergo some drastic 
changes. For over two generations we 
have been hacking and slashing away 
at our forests, using the most des- 
tructive methods known to man. Each 
year millions of acres were (and still 
are) being added to the astronomical 
total acreage already denuded and 
rendered unproductive. 

The report revealed that the Okan- 
agan and Kootenay areas, once world- 
famous for the size and quality of 
their logs, were virtually cut out of 
sawtimber, and that, if the 1946 an- 
nual cut of 3 billionf. b. m. were main- 
tained - Vancouver would be cut out 
in 30 years, and that within 50 years 
B. C.’s special status as the sole es 
porter of giant timbers - would end. 
Since these estimates were made the 
annual cut has been stepped up by 40%. 

Government and industry - were 
both alarmed - and hastened to make 
amends. Vast and sweeping changes 
in administrative policy, and _ in 
cutting practises were recommended 
in the report. If British Columbians 
were to continue reaping their huge 
harvest of forest wealth - the future 
must be secured against the wanton 
destruction of the old logging methods. 
Government and industry got together 
and evolved the Forest Management 
Plan. The first License was issued 
on May 4th, 1948, to Columbia Cel- 
lulose Co. , Ltd. to supply the needs 
of its 37 million dollar pulp mill being 
built at Port Edward, eight miles 
south of Prince Rupert on B.C.’s 
north coast. This license gave the 
new company the right to cut, in per- 
petuity, a forest realm over two hun- 
dred miles long, covering a total 
acreage equal tothat of Rhode Island, 
on which the surveyed timber reserves 
totalled over 5,000,000,000 board 
feet. 


In return for control of this vast 
timber empire,the Columbia Cellulose 
Co. agreed to practise conservation, 
reforestation, slash-disposal, sel- 
ective-cutting, fuller utilization and 
reseeding - all of which would result 
in a sustained-yield from the area 
under Jicensé.  —— 

Theoretically, (and we hope, in 
actual practise), the five billion board 
feet of timber in this licensed area 
will never be depleted. Stated in its 
simplest form, based on a hundred 
year growthcycle: as each year’s cut 
of 300, 000, 000 f. b. m. is taken out it 
will be replaced by the increased 
growth of the remaining 99 years 
supply, plus the growth of the re- 
seeded area from which the year’s 
cut was taken. In one hundred years 
the area first cut over will by then 
have produced a mature crop of new 
timber. 

Such is the essence of the Forest 
Management License Plan, by which, 
according to former Minister of Lands 
& Forests, E. T. Kenney, the govern- 
ment intends to safeguard (?) 40% of 
our timber resources. To date 9 such 
licenses have been issued - with many 
more pending. 

“The situation, ’’ statedH. R. Mc- 
Millan recently, ‘‘was saved not by 
government - but bythe foresight and 
capacity of the larger operators. It 
was the private operators who had 
sufficient capital to take steps to in- 
sure a perpetual forest crop in this 
Ova Cerner. under a forest policy 
which leaves a wide field for private 
enterprise to operate under controls 
which are not suffocating.’’ And in 
defense ofthis plan, former Minister 
E.T. Kenney stated on countless oc- 
casions that, ‘‘The people of B.C. 
cannot expect corporations to invest 
millions of dollars in pulp mills and 
other wood-processing plants....... 
without giving them (the corporations) 
a guaranteed source of raw material. ”’ 

Thus, we British Columbians have 
been assured by both Mr. McMillan 
and Mr. Kenney that we needn’t worry 
about 40% of our timber reserves. 
The “‘larger operators. ... with suf- 
ficient capital,’’ to quote Mr. Mc- 
Millan, have neatly solved the prob- 
lem. They will perpetuate the 40%- 
and the 40% will perpetuate them.... 

Ignoring the nasty implication in 


concluded on page 24 
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MISSED READER’S LETTERS... 

Imissed letters from the readers 
inthe July-August edition. Isn’t any- 
body taking time to tell you how they 
enjoy the magazine anymore? Here’s 
one that finally took a minute. 

We enjoy every issue although we 
are not a regular subscriber we pick 
it up at the stand. 

We moved to Canada from Elma, 
Washignton in October 1950. We like 
it here and naturally want to find out 
all the history of the Cariboo. Some- 
timesI find we have read more about 
B.C. than the many friends we have 
here and at Lac La Hache. 

Enclosedisthree dollars. I would 
like to order the Northwest Digest for 
one year for my father...who also 
likes to read up on the Cariboo. 

Mrs. Fred Downs. 
Williams Lake, B.C. 


Due to lack of space in the two spec- 
ial editions of Northwest Digest (P. 
G.E. and Hart Highway) the editors 
omitted the ‘‘Letters’’ page - we are 
happy to know this department is found 
interesting to our readers. We hope 
folk will continue to use it as ameans 
to express their opinions. — Eds. 


BOUQUETS. 

Congratulations on a very fine 
issue covering the P.G.E. railroad. 
I found it most interesting. 

Enclosed please find $2.00 for 
some extra copies. 

O.S. Caldwell. 
Evanston, Il]. U.S. A. 


Seine Allthose back issues of the Di- 
gest... as wellasthe P.G.E. Special 
Edition are on our desk in the engine 
room of the power-plant at our Union 
Passenger Station, and the boys are 
really eating them up. Next to the 
Beaver published in Winnipeg by the 
Hudson’s Bay Co., they think its the 
best of all magazines that have come 
into our engine room. We will all be 
looking forward to a new Northwest 
Digest coming every month. 

I enjoyed my visit to your grand 
country very much and have wonderful 
still black and white pictures to look 
back upon with great pleasure. One 
of the very finest pictures I have ever 
taken at any time is the P.G.E.’s old 
water tank at Quesnel. Storm clouds 
were gathering inthe back ground and 
there was some lightning, and with the 
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ARE YOU A FISHERMAN? 


Fishing is a disease which inflicts great stress on any 
family, generally at about 3:30 a.m. when the person in- 
fected (generally the man of the house), collects clothing, 
boots, frying pans, glasses, tobacco, fishing rod, and in a 
rush of confusion tears out of the driveway, heading for 
the country. 

‘The disease is catching. Women in blue-jeans, presidents, 
purchasing agents, etc., are among some who have been 
infected to date. 

* * * * 


Bait is always carried in a small container on the hip 
and is used mainly for counter-aecting cold, that tired feeling, 
and, occasionally, to light the fire. It may be taken in- 
ternally to counteract dampness and is a good varnish 
remover. 

Boats are available and generally are ill-smelling tubs 
with mis-mated oars and no oar locks. ‘They are guaranteed 
to dump in mid-stream, and, depending on the type desired, 
are available with side, end, or for slightly extra, bottom 
dumps, 

* * * * 

Waders are excellent for walking around in the water 
and are used occasionally to carry large quantities of water 
up to the beach. ‘They carry more than ordinary boots and 
are therefore preferred in extinguishing camp fires. 

Fishing line is expensive string, guaranteed to break at 
the right time. It is wound around a reel that is designed 
to get out of order, come loose, and snarl up at critical 
moments. ‘The effect was designed to stimulate lurid and 
profane outbursts, generally with excellent results. 


* * * * 


‘The fly is an expensive piece of fluff which spends 90 
per cent of its time decorating the angler’s hat, 9 per cent 
in the bush, and 1 per cent luring the fish. 

Occasionally, if amazingly lucky, the angler may manage 
to hook a fish. ‘Then a butterfly net is employed to land it, 
and failing this, you can always drag the thing up on the 
beach. 

Originally the idea of fishing was to inflict pain on the 
family first, then the fish. It is still the same, except you 
no longer worry about the fish. It has turned into an 
endurance contest against mosquitoes, poison ivy, lack of 
sleep, and moonshine (when available), 


: e 


NORTHWEST DIGEST - October, 1952 


CAI 


() 
p 
a 


BESSIE ATE A BICYCLE 


By Kerry Wood 


HE SUGAR BOWL WAS EMPTY 

of change when the milkman clan- 
kedonto our back porch today, start- 
inga mad search through piggy banks 
and wallets to collect the young fortune 
needed to pay for Three Quarts of 
Grade A. Not that I begrudge it. Be- 
cause it is cheaper at any price to 
have it delivered in bottled form than 
to extract it direct from Bessie, our 
former cow. 

So far as I know, Bessie was the 
only cow in Canada to eat a whole 
bicycle. She did it on the instalment 


plan. Bessie converted that bike into 
a blueish sort of milk and a yellow 
cream which we skimmed off a flat pan 
set out in a screenedcooler. We used 
Bessie’s cream not only to color our 
tea and cocoa, but to save for the 
weekly churning. This pull-em-up and 
slap-it-down job with a pestle in a 
crock produceda pale butter which we 
were fond of spreading, unsalted, on 
thick Scottish pancakes. These kilted 
cakes were very different from the 
pioneer flapjack; as different as soft 
foam rubber is from tough sole lea- 
ther, with flavoring added. 

But to get back to Bessie and the 
bicycle --- At that time, I was little 
better than knee highto Bessie, a huge 
cow witha limpy leg and an enormous 
appetite for oat-sheaves and drinking 
water. I know, because it was my duty 
to feed and water the big bovine. An- 
other chore that fell to my lot was to 
take a milking pail into her stable 
night and morning and sing the Sold- 
ier’s Chorus from Faust while drain- 
ing Bessie of her lacteal juices.(There 
was a lovely lady who taught us sing- 
ing at our public school: she wanted 
our classto learn the Soldier’s Chor- 
us as our tuneful contribution to the 
annual school concert. ) 

While at that young stage, I ac- 
quired a hankering to own a bicycle. 
My brother had one, which was fitted 
with a special racing sprocket. You 
could only go terrifically fast on his 
bike. One whirl around with the ped- 
als, and you were scooting at a fear- 
some speed down the narrow rut of 
Our country lane. At the end of the 
lane I was alwayS going like a whizz 
and simply couldn’t get around that 
corner. Tentimes out of ten, I sailed 
over the handle-bars and landed in 
the ditch. Then I would hurriedly in- 
spect the bike for scratches or worse 
damages, because my brother had for- 
bidden me to ride this dangerous 
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machine. Hence my desire to own a 
bicycle all my own, preferably one 
with anordinary gear which would let 
me turn that corner. 

This bike ambition started a furi- 
ous flurry of industry. I split wood 
for the neighbors, hoed their potatoes, 
painted their fences and chicken- 
coops and did many similar jobs that 
left me in a state of exhaustion from 
which I have never fully recovered. 
For this labour, payment was made in 
an assortment of nickels and dimes 
andonce, a whole quarter. Monetary 
inflation was a thing unknown among 
juveniles in those days, andthe baking 
powder can which did duty as my bank 
never did get solidly heavy with my 
hard-earned hoard. There was always 
fishing hooks to buy, or a water-proof 
match-box with a compass at one end 
to prevent you getting lost in the for- 
est, and I also had to own, to keep 
membership in my gang of friends, a 
certain kind of knife with a built-in 
canopener, skinningblade, and com- 
bined leather -punch and something we 
called a‘‘toad-stabber. ’’ This formid- 
able apparatus cost 69¢, postpaid. 

But it was obvious to my scheming 
mind that these little jobs would never 
earn me the wealth required to buy a 
bicycle. Therefore, one April day I 
set to work ona patch of rough ground 
which my family agreed to cede me 
for my bike-earning plan. I dug that 
ground, hoed it, and raked it with 
loving care and an aching back. Then 
I planted forty rows of Danver Half- 
long Carrots, the seed costing me the 
remains of my savings hoarded in the 
baking powder can. I talked with my 
father and learned exactly how many 
carrots youcould crop from one yard 
of ground, measured in the row-length. 
I measured my 40 rows with a yard- 
stick, and worked it out to about one 
thousand yards of carrots, anticipat- 
ing tencarrots tothe yard. This came 
to the glorious total of ten thousand 
anticipated carrots, which, after being 
wholesaled to our grocer or to anyone 
else who wanted carrots, I confidently 
expected would produce enough money 
to pay for one bicycle. 

But do youknow how many carrots 
that 1000 yards of carefully tilled rows 
actually yielded? Half a bushel. 

Bessie, the cow, ate all the rest. 
Bessie could squirm through the best 
fence in the country, and she did just 
that, repeatedly. So she ate my bi- 
cycle, day after day, onthe instalment 
plan. 
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CONTINUED 


filter I usedonthe camera it makes it 
a very outstanding picture that I am 
proud of. I like your beautiful little 
town very much and hope some day to 
make a return visit. 

My picture shooting onthe P.G. E. 
downto Squamish was pretty much of 
a failure as it rained part time and 
clouds hung around the mountain peaks 
quite abit, andthe biggest disappoint- 
ment was that the General Manager of 
the P. G. E. had his private car coupled 
to the rear of the train behind the 
open observation car. The best rail 
pictures can always be had from the 
rear of a moving train. I wanted to 
shoot 400 feet of 16mm color motion 
pictures from the rear, but was only 
able to get about 150 feet. They are 
now in Hollywood being developed and 
it will be about a week before I will 
find out what I got on the trip. I took 
800 feet of color film to shoot in Can- 
ada, but hadto finish off abour 250 feet 
on the Southern Pacific in Northern 
California. 

In closing I want to wish you and 
the Digest the best success for the 
future. 

J. L. Watson. 
Los Angeles, Calif. U.S.A. 


PREDICTION. 

I am receiving my magazine reg- 
ularly and I sure wouldn’t want to 
MISS! aCOpy Ol ispeieie I was in your 
office last March when the snow was 
still on the ground... but the weather 
was fine... the summer there must be 
wonderful. ..I got the impression that 
the northern country is on the verge 
of quite a boom. I predict that the In- 
terior of B.C. will have many fine 
opportunities for businessmen. in 
town and country.... 

L. Campbell. 
Keithsburg, Ill., U.S. A. 


““Why, darling. 


..you’re engaged!’ 
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Life On The Ocean Waves: 


Says ARTHUR DOWNS 


who has roamed the globe aboard tramp freighters, for six years 


S © YOU ARE TIRED OF SEEING 
the same people, staring at the 
Same scenery, living in the same 
place. You sigh and wonder how to 
escape. You think of the ocean, long 
for the seaman’s life of adventure and 
freedom. You picture yourself ona 
freighter, behind the ‘annoyances of 
everyday life, over the horizon foreign 
ports with promise of romance and 
excitement. Forgetit. Youare better 
off where you are. 

Pick up amagazine and read a sea 
story. It contains all the advantages 
of sea-faring and none of the disadvan- 
tages. When youfinishthe yarn go see 
a movie, or tuck in Junior for the 
night, or drink a beer in the corner 
tavern. Already you have done three 
things denied a Seaman. You can plan 
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relief from the sweltering 
**shack’’ while in the 


literally 


Seeking 
heat in the radio 
tropics, operator Downs 
’’*stands’' his two-hour watch on deck 
with his headset hooked up through 


the porthole. 
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afamily outing for Sunday, a party for 
Friday, a visit to the neighbours for 
Wednesday. A seaman can’t. 

His vaunted freedom is a fable, 
the far away places with the strange 
sounding names are never what they 
are cracked up to be, and the girl in 
every port theory is a myth. Poets, 
novelists, andothers who should know 
better stress the good points of sea 
life and tone down the bad. They take 
alittle bit of fact, thin it with a lot of 
imagination and use it to put a false 
glosson a way of life that is anything 
but free and romantic and adventurous. 

Take, for instance, the old chest- 
nut about a seaman having a girl in 
every port. Like the platitude that 
Canadais a landoficeand snow, it is 
a saying that hasn’t got a leg to stand 
on, yet one that is eternally popular. 
Go out witha girl and tell her you are 
a sailor and what happens? She looks 
at you with suspicion and draws into 
her shell, eventhough you be ameek- 
mannered individual who stutters and 
would scarce top a hundred pounds in 
your glasses. It is an amazing phe- 
nomenon, totally unwarranted. 

Let’s stand back and take a good 
long look at the enchanting and roman- 
tic life lead by the average seaman on 
a Canadian tramp freighter. For ar- 
guments sake we’ll say he is on his 
first trip deep-sea. He’s any of a 
thousand Canadian youths with a Grade 
10 education and a vague feeling of 
insecurity. We’ll call him Jim and 
follow him ashore in Cape Town, 
Africa’s most southerly city. 

Once ashore Jim is face to face 
with a problem. How is he to meet a 
girl? A formal introduction is excel- 
lent, but out of the question since he 
doesn’t know anyone. He could walk 
into a Department Store and spin a 
line to a sales girl, but unless he is 
like that at home he isn’t likely to 
change overnight. Practically the 
only place for him to meet a girl is 
at a dance, and he speedily learns 
that in Cape Town a dance is a coat 
and tie affair to which he must bring 
his partner. That is unfortunate, but 
his mates have been at sea long enough 
to accept these little annoyances. 


They recallthat Hamburg was full 
of soldiers who had priority on the 


prettiest frauliens; they remember 
that inSydney units of the Royal Navy 
put in and some 4,000 boys in Navy 
Blue flocked ashore with disastrous 
results; they think of many similar 
circumstances that prevented their 
getting a girl in every port butinstead 
of moaning, head for Del Monico’s, 
a popular rendezvous in Cape Town. 
It isn’t too modest a place, it isn’t too 
rowdy, a quiet spot to have a drink, 
listen to the orchestra, and maybe get 
picked up by a bevy of willowy beauties 
the way they do in the movies. When 
they do reach the Del they see that it 
is crowded. In fact it is jammed. 

It seems that the Norwegian whal- 
ing fleet is on its way to the Antarctic 
and put into Cape Town for stores. 
Since the vessels won’t touch land for 
five tosevenmonths, their crews are 
letting off steam while they can. There 
are hundreds of them, and they are 
quite capable of looking after any wil- 
lowy beauties who chance by. Jim con- 
soles himself with the thought that 
they still have two days in port and 
after spending an hour looking at 
store windows, follows his compan- 
ions to the Bioscope, as the movies 
are called in Africa. Later, as he 
plods back to his ship, he feels slightly 
depressed, even cheated. After all, 
this is his first shore leave in 43 days, 
and according to his conception of sea 
life, he should now be well lit up and 
the centre of attraction for at least 
one blue-eyed blonde. 


Next day the Padre invites all hands 
to adance at the Seaman’s Club. Things 
look better. Jim remembers to wear 
a coat and tie, even though it is un- 
comfortably hot, and leaves the ship 
in the highest of spirits. At the club 
the music is good, the floor looks 
slick, and the hostesses are pretty. 
Unfortunately there are three men to 
every hostess, and since most of them 
are from two Union-Castle liners and 
are on a steady run to the Cape, they 
are on a first name basis with the 
girls. Jim manages to get three dances 
and once again goes back to the ship 
feeling that someone just isn’t play- 
ing the game. The next two nights he 
spends at the Bioscope, and when he 
leaves Cape Town sea life just doesn’t 
seem so glamorous. 
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The next port, Lourenco Marques, 
shows more promise. It is the capital 
of the Portuguese colony of Mozam- 
bique and, according to best reports, 
a city of about 25,000. Jim immed- 
iately visions dark-haired, flashing- 
eyed Portuguese girls with lilting 
voices and figures as graceful and 
streamlined as clipper ships. 

When the gangplank is finally out 
he dons sport shirt and slacks and 
hurries uptown. As he walks along he 
notices that the city is typical of the 
Spanish and Portuguese towns shown 
in his school geography book. It is 
neat and clean, with numerous public 
squares resembling small parks and 
wide tree-shaded streets and side- 
walks. He notices that the patrons of 
the sidewalk cafes ,are all male and 
decides that the 108 degrees of heat is 
too much for the women. He spots 
several of his shipmates and joins 


The poverty in India is is appalling. Away from the cities the 
natives live in thousands of counterparts of the grass-hut vil- 
lage shown above. Except for the palm trees shown, virtually 
all vegetation has been stripped from the land. In the wet sea- 
son earth will turn to a sea of mud. The(sacred)cow shown at 
right is literally eating dirt - occasionally it may find a blade 
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The ‘‘Manx Sailor’’ is typical of the modern type of tramp freighter 
calling at out-of-the-way ports the world over. 


them in a cold beer. After awhile a 
seaman who has missed his ship and 
is waiting for repatriation joins the 
table and gives them the lowdown. 
The Portuguese, the beachy says, 
are very old-fashioned. They insist 
onformalintroductions, chaperons, 
the lot. A date withthe daughter means 
also a date with mother, father, 
sister, and any relative who happens 
to be visiting. That is why the local 
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boys sit around looking miserable. 
They can’t afford more than a date a 
week. Jim’s vision of promenading the 
Square with a Portuguese belle fades. 
If the local boys don’t have much of a 
show, a foreigner who doesn’t even 
speak the language certainly won’t. 
He prepares for another thrilling night 
at the movies. Atthis point the beachy 
says he knows a little spot where there 
is dancing, drinking, and lovely host- 


of grass - but not many, unless pictures lie 
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UpperRight: Only in the cities has 

India adopted any of the ways of the 

western world - teeming masses are 
continually snarling traffic. One of 
the poverty-stricken millions is shown 
plasteringa brick wall with cow dung, 
which when dry, will be used as fuel. 
Below:Beyond all hope, is this native 


essesin the bargain. The ideal place 
Jim thinks, in fact it’s just like it 
happens in the movies andnovels. Go- 
ing to sea is all right after all. 

At the cafe he notices that the floor 
is small, perhaps larger than a four 
cent stamp, but not so big as an air 
mail stamp, and each musician in the 
three piece orchestra is playing a 
different tune. Still, a man can’t ex- 
pect too much. Several of the girls 
have sparklingeyes, olive skin, slim 
figures. Just as Spanish girls should 
look. 

The band blares and Jim asks for 
a dance. Two minutes later the music 
stops and his partner wants a cigar- 
ette. An innocent request which he 
readily grants. The waiter magically 
appears, the girl takes a can of cig- 
arettes off his tray, and Jim gets 
dinged for a dollar. Before he can 
protest the music starts again and the 
waiter is gone. When the music stops 
Jim notices that his shipmates have a 
partner each and that they also get the 
cigarette treatment. His enthusiasm 
for dancing and dark-eyed women dis- 
appears. He finishes his drink and, 
with his shipmates following, leaves 


beggar.No amount of proper food can 
restore his body to health. Years of 


starvation have permanently damaged 
his body's ability to assimilate food. 


as quietly as the Arabs in the poem. 
The remaining three evenings in port 
his schedule never varies. Ashore, 
movies, back aboard. 

From Lourenco Marques the ship 
goes upcoast to Beira, and everyone 
learns that this is a dismal little town 
generally accepted asthe deadest port 
on the East Coast. Its population is 
3,000; its night life three theatres. 
Here they stay three weeks, discharg- 
ing lumber and loading ore for Balti- 
more. Here, also, they spend Christ- 
mas. Jim is lonely and homesick, he 
has arash from the unaccustomed heat 
and his appetite has disappeared. His 
opinion of the carefree life at sea has 
undergone a radical change and he 
feels lower thana barometer before a 
storm. He does some serious think- 
ing, then writes a letter to his girl- 
friendin Vancouver. He encloses the 
ship’s Baltimore address and hopes 
that she will agree that two can live 
as cheaply as one. 

When they finally leave Beira it 
takes them seven weeks less one day 
to reach Baltimore, and after only 
three days in port they head down 


continued on page 14 


With over 400,000,000 population, land in India is scarce. The pile of human 
bones shown at lower left were exhumed from a graveyard to make room for 
the new-dead. The Hindu sect believe in cremation - and it is done in the 
crude fashion shown below. Note mourners in toreground. 
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During war years thousands of mines 


were sowninsea-lanes and harbours, 
and are still a menace. Below: 
Scuttled Jap ships in Batavia harbour. 
Atthis port pilot refused to come out 
to ship. We wondered why - later we 
learned that we had anchored in mine 
field. 


While off watch a good portion of the 
or dreaming of far-away places,where 
hula~girls like the one at right - are 
a reality and not a myth. 


crew kill time by acquiring suntans 
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W atc hing the porpoises playing in 
front of the moving ship is a pastime 
Which palls after several months at 
sea. In the unusual photo at left two 
baby porpoises can be seen clinging 


to the underside of the mother as it 


cavorts about. 
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A “DIGEST” SERIAL 


Pioneer Judge's Wife 


Part eight of the heretofore unpublished work 


CHAPTER 28 
FINDING OF THE STRANGE DISK. 


‘‘My Lord,’’ (for my husband had 
been presiding at the Assizes and also 
as aSupreme Court Judge with full 
powers) ‘‘may I now give you the full 
particulars you desired of the ancient 
disk I told you about in Lillooet on 
your last Circuit ?’’ Insolemn tone and 
carefully chosen word, Ah Quan the 
Chinese Court Interpreter leaned for- 
ward in a rather tense manner. 

“Most certainly, Ah Quan; I have 
been looking forward to this and am 
all attention. ”’ 

Court had closed for the week-end 
and there were no outstanding incid- 
ental matters. 

Ah Quan had travelled far since 
ihe last meeting and this was the first 
opportunity for an extended talk. 

“*My cousin of the Chew Kung Tong 
(Chinese Freemasons)was near Haz- 
elton prospecting for gold. You know 
there is not much to be done there 
now. He decided to explore in new 
territory. 

Youknow the Indian medicine men 
about there have long declared a very 
- er, extensive taboo over the whole 
territory? Judge Harrison, it is really 
a vast unknown land - but you know 
this better thanI. Sir, anythingI might 
say further would be -,’’ Ah Quan 
made a slight effort and ‘‘adsciti- 
tious,’’ came out complete. 

Ah Quan had painstakingly acquired 
many exact English words but some 
of them seemed to have come from 
Dr. Johnson’s dictionary. 

The Judge was too interested to 
even faintly smile. He merely lit an- 
other self-rolled cigarette and nodded. 

He had long heard of the queer 
Indian village in the remote highlands 
far beyond Barkerville, beyond Hazel- 
ton even. It was called Kispiox: ‘‘the 
village of the people who hid. ’’ Sit- 
uated on the dark, full bodied Skeena 


River it was notedfor its singular and 
rather sinister looking totem poles. 
He also recalled that a vast region 
back and beyond had long been strictly 


verboten to all Indians, not by the 
whiteman but by the stern orders of 
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the dour, black eyed medicine men. 

Just why it was a forbidden area, 
no whiteman seemed to know. There 
was a ‘‘Forbidden Plateau’’ on Van- 
couver Island, altitude about 7, 000 ft. 
above sea levelbut, in comparison, it 
wasa smallarea. This was limitless 
wilderness. 

Speculation was to the effect that 
it must be fabulously rich in gold and 
the witch doctors wanted to keep the 
areafor themselves, but none of them 
showed signs of secret wealth. 

‘Although the Indians warned my 
cousin that he must not go into that 
land, he, with a few friends, decided 
to do so. They wandered some time 
and saw nothing unusual; just the same 
rugged grandeur and colossal work of 
nature we know so well elsewhere in 
the interior. ’’ 

*“‘Then, one day, after long aim- 
less wandering my cousins came to a 
branch of the Skeena or of the Peace 
River; they could not, of course, be 
sure. Camped there they washed 
gravel in the hope of finding large 
goldnuggets, which, as youknow, can 
sometimes be easily found. 

**A bit beyondthe high water mark 
of the stream - for it was then little 
more than a stream - they noted the 
basin caused by the fall of an excep- 
tionally large tree. Making a fire in 
the space left by the main roots in 
the fall, they dug a bit to clear the 
spot. Then it was that they hit some- 
thing hard.°’’ 

“A stone, of course,’’ commented 
the Judge a trifle impatiently. 

“‘No, your Honor, not exactly. It 
was the cover of a stone jar.’’ 

“A stone jar?”’ 

“‘Yes, first its lid, covered with 
hieroglyphics and then the full jar, 
equally marked in the same way. ”’ 

““Was it empty ?’’ 

“No, Sir, it was full. Full, not of 
goldnuggets as some might hope, but 
of ancient disks - sixty-four of them. 
Ancient Chinese - seemed the wording; 


so ancient that none of my cousins 
could even identify the ideographs, 
although some of the design was sug- 
gestive. ’’ 


‘“‘While much discussion of this 
discovery was in progress, an Indian 
appeared. ’’ 

‘“‘As we know, there are many 
tribes of Indians in the Province, and 
in the interior some markedly differ 
from those by sea level. But here was 
an Indian more different than any my 
cousins had seen. Not of course as a 
whiteman, but different just the same. 

‘“‘One of my cousins held up a 
disk. ‘You sabbe?’ he asked, trying 
several dialects. At last the stranger 
seemedto understand, either the dia- 
lect or the movement that accompanied 
ats 7° 

‘‘What then? asked my husband, 
hoping to speed up the interpreter. 

‘‘Something very remarkable, Sir. 
This strange Indian said: ‘You and me 
- blood brothers. You and me had the 
same ancient ones. They come from 
over there - way far - big canoe. ’’ 
And he stretched to his limit towards 
my flowery land. 

“But my cousins did not believe. 
Who believes all the Indian says? 
They are a people of fancy, who with 
fancy, people the wilds. But some- 
times it is not fancy = it is truth they 
say but in a different way. One of my 
cousins Ithink, smiled. He liked gold, 
not fancy. ’’ 

‘“That the Indian didnot like - ‘Our 
fathers bring this and this along, blood 
brothers.’ and as sure proof to my 
cousin he brought forthfrom a blanket 
pack some ofthe bright religious ves- 
sels of Northern Buddhism. My cous- 
ins are not Buddhists but one of them 
know something of that. He saw the 
bell and dorje; censers for insence 
and similar things. They might have 
come from Lhasa or from Peking. 

**They were not the gold my cous- 
ins were looking for - but all were so 
surprised and intent they did not see 
the shadow, until my cousin Dong 
looked up. A medicine man was look- 
ing at him with the bad eye. Very bad. 
He saidnothing to my cousins, but he 
grunted to the Indian - made signs - 
and with much fear they covered up 
those things, and did not look at my 
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The strange 


cousins any more - but see just the 
eyes of that witch doctor. Him very 
scare.’’ Quan concluded in pidgin’ 
English. 

““Most remarkable, Quan. Most 
remarkable; thoughnot very surpris- 
ing to me. But what happened to your 
cousins then?’’ 

“‘Nothing happened sir, they were 
alone as before - that is all. ‘When we 
get to Barkerville, they will not be- 
lieve.’ said one of my cousins. ‘But 
we have these. ’ said Dong as he poured 
the disks back and forth from the rare 
stone jar.”’ 

“In the course of the season, my 
couSins got back to their tong in Vic- 
toria. The disks were soon all dis- 
tributed among our people; no one 
could read them or be sure how old 
they were, but they were held to be 
precious. 

“Permit me the honor fo giving you 
one, Judge Harrison; no one else of 
your race has its like from that an- 
cient stone jar.’’ Ah Quan would not 
hear of refusal. 

He had previously, on an occasion, 
shown the signs of Chinese Free- 
masonry and as my husband readily 
understood them, he felt he was giving 
the disk into no alien hand. 

Some of the companion disks had 
been sent to China. Others had been 
secretly shown among Chinatown‘‘cou- 
sins”’ and as virtues were ascribed by 
some to the possession of the disks, 
they were actually copied by local 
Chinese jewelers, so that the modern 
imitations confused the investigation 
into their age somewhat, for more 
often than not, a copy and not an orig- 
inal got into the hands of the resear- 
cher, the originals being kept very 
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metal disks...... 


privately about the person or in pri- 
vate rooms. 

However the disk of which I now 
have clear photographs, did come 
from the ancient stone jar in the re- 
mote place described and with the 
Indian comment. This was certified 
to as true by the Court Interpreter 
who had long been known as a highly 
trustworthy man. The photographs 
show a metal band around the disk. 
This was added to strengthen the disk, 
as it was aged andhad a crack running 
through the centre, which is clearly 
to be discerned in the picture. 

Questions to China brought the 
answer that such disks had not been 
made for along time; these particular 
ones had probably been made prior to 
the Christianera, althoughthey might 
have been of about the time of Atisha 
in Tibet. 

Several white experts have given 
their opinions. Men writing in from 
the leading institutions of the sort on 
the continent. The translations, as 
independently given, pretty generally 
agree, in the essentials. 

But if it is possible to identify the 
actualissue of the disk, it has not yet 
been done, and so doubt as to its age 
remains. All agree that it must be 
several centuries old at the least. 

How long it has been in British 


Columbia is another question and so p 
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is one relating to how and when it 
came. 

Taking the Indian’s story at its face 
value, the disks might have been 
brought over from the Orient any 
where from before the Christian era 
up to about A.D. 1500 or 1600. 

It is possible, of course, that all 
the experts are incorrect in some 
important particular as tothe wording 
on the disk. But that is not probable; 
the translations as given by distin- 
guished Orientalists are as follows: 


CHAPTER 29 
TRANSLATIONS OF THE DISK. 


THE FIRST TRANSLATION was 
as follows: On one side: The Eight 
diagrams from the Book of Changes 
with the names in ancient Chinese 
characters. 

On the other side: ‘‘The Heaven is 
round while the earthis square. ’’ Then 
follows six musical rules and nine 
mathematical formulas in between. 
With this order more than an invoc- 
ation: ‘‘Wherever the God of Charms 
goes, allevilspirits shall disappear. ’’ 

The translator added the comment: 
This is a charm of the Taoists. The 
inscriptions on the medallion are of 
very ancient Chinese and Persian 
origin. 

Taoism is the name given to the 
philosophy of Lao-tze. Lao-tze was 
a great sage, saint and philosopher 
who preceded Confucius. Like the 
teaching attributed to other Oriental 
sages, some of his scriptures are 
said to be understandable only through 
a key volume. 

There have long been Chinese 
schools of mysticism of Lao-tze, their 
ascetic monks being known for their 
reticence. InJapan, priest mystics of 
this sect are known as Yamaboosis, 
or ‘‘hermit brothers’’ as sometimes 
translated. They are saidtobe skilled 
at healing and making charms and 
amulets. A workinthe last quarter of 
the last century gave striking in- 
stances of their supposed powers when 
dealing with certain individuals. 

The second translator, said that 
the disk contained an Emperor’s order 
to his subjects to keep the law of six 
rules and nine chapters. This, the 
translator thought, referred to a 
fundamental belief of Kwas philosophy. 

The third translator, wrote that 
one side of the disk bore the eight 
lucky symbols, knownas the PA QUA, 


CF BRITISH COLUMBIA 


with the Chinese equivalents. 

On the obverse was a long inscrip- 
tion reading thus: ‘‘TaiShang’s charm 
says: Heaven is round and earth is 
square.’’ Then are references to the 
Six Rules and the Nine Regulations. 

Andthere is this saying: ‘‘Where- 
ever the spirit of this charm shall 
visit, all devils shall be exterminated. 
Let this immediate command be car- 
ried out with all dispatch. ”’ 

A fourth translator says that one 
Side gives eight Trigrams but that 
“the arrangement as a whole is not 
orthodox. ”’ 

Turning it over, he rendered thus: 

“The Mighty Spell says: ‘Heaven 
is round, Earth is square; the Six 
Notes and the Nine Sections tally. ’ 
Wherever good spirits come, ten 
thousand evil spirits will depart as 
speedily as Lu Ling (acting under) 
imperial orders. ’’ 

Observing that the Mighty Spell is 
probably a Taoist book or document 
of some sort. But the above quotation 
from it is based on the most general 
and fundamental concept in Chinese 
philosophy, namely: yang and jin, 
the two principles from whose inter- 
action the phenomenal universe has 
arisen. The literal meaning of the 
word yang is ‘‘clear;’’ of the word yin, 
‘‘obscure;’’ andthe two together con- 
stitute a ‘‘pair of opposites. ’’ 

‘The inevitable characteristic is 
that neither member of the pair can be 
understood independently of the other. 
Typical pairs of opposites are: light 
and dark; hard and soft; high and low; 
good and bad etc. , and by extension, 
day and night, male and female; heaven 
and earth; round and square; north 
and south, etc. In each of these pairs 
the first member is characterized as 
yang; the second as yin, which, in 
turn, may be symbolized by the tri- 

grams: —— and — — respectively. ’’ 


‘Obviously sucha system of term- 
inology may be expanded indefinitely 
and applied to any aspect of phenom- 
enal existence. ** 

A fifth student of these subjects 
commented: 

‘*This disk is certainly a Chinese 
talisman and might have been over to 
British Columbia by Buddhist priests 
or it is more likely still to be pre- 
Buddhistic as it is a Toaist charm. 
Lao-tze inthe later periodof the Chou 
Dynasty (1122-1255 B.C.) It would be 
interesting to know whether these and 
other relics found in B.C. of Chinese 
origin belonged to that period or 
whether they were brought over at a 
later date by Buddhists. ”’ 

“The symbology of numbers has 
a great deal of meaning in China and 
one finds 3 and 9 constantly recurring 
in Chinese buildings etc. The number 
8 (PA in Chinese) is often recurring 
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innumbers of temples. 8 is a symbol 
of entrance into a new state of ‘regen- 


eration.’ Note, there were 64 (8 
squared) discs in the stone jar found 
bythe Chinese. Also, one side of the 
dise shows 8 diagrams from the Book 
of Changes. ”’ 

“The other side seems to be a 
formula built upon the numbers 3 and 
9. The language ‘Heavenis round, etc. 
is typically Taoist. ’’ 

“With regardtothe numbers 3 and 
9 - 3 isthenumber of perfection - the 
Higher Triad - and9 (3 squared) isthe 
attainment of perfection - Initiation. ”’ 

*‘T am reminded in these numbers 
of the Temple of Heaven in Peking 
which is supposed to have been built 
in the Ming dynasty (14thcentury) The 
temple itself is built with 3 cone- 
shaped circular roofs; manasic blue 
pottery tiles topped by a golden ball. 
The temple stands on a white marble 
circular base with 3 tiers of stairs 
leading up to it. 3 plus 3, or 3 roofs 
plus 3 terraces. ’’ 

“‘South of the Temple of Heaven is 
the famous circular marble altar (used 
by the Manchus for sacrifices to 
Heaven) 210 feet across and open to 
the sky. Built in an ascending marble 
stair in 3 tiers or terraces of nine 
steps eachtier. The stairs are placed 
toface the 4 corners of the Earth thus 
dividing or cutting the circle into 4 
divisions like a cross. ”’ 

““Compare this with the Chinese 
talisman: 6 Rules and 9 formulas or 
“Heaven is round and Earthis square. ’ 
This, clearly, wouldsymbolize Spirit 
and Matter. ‘Heaven’ is symbolized in 
the blue temple with the number 3 re- 
peated, and the ‘Earth’ the altar with 
its three tiers crossedby the 4 flights 
of stairs of 9 steps. ’’ 

Then I heard that the ‘Heaven of 
Mind’ is a Chinese expression when 
referring to Universalideationon the 
mundane plane and ‘‘Tien-Sin’’ when 
referring tothe abstract, subjective, 
ideal heaven. 

But, I think the reader will agree, 
that a satisfactory translation has not 
yet been given; nor has the when, how 
and why been answered. 

concluded on page 24 
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NEVER DID GET ANY sympathy 


| Ba Gus for losing nearly a 
whole pair of pants on that grizzly 
bear hunt -- to say nothing of losing 
the hide that was usually right under 


those pants. In fact, Gus seemed to 
think I got no more than I deserved. 

Maybe the mother bear, albiet she 
was a big Grizzly Bear might have 
sympathized with me; for she seemed 
a sympathetic sort when we first met 
her, even if just towards her cubs. 
Besides, she seemed to take the op- 
posite view to anything that Gus tried 
todo, somaybe she would sympathize 
with me. 

Gus was a crotchety old gent, a 
bachelor who had escaped refinement 
in the fiery furnace of domesticity, 
but a good hunter and woodsman. 

So when he ran out of bear-grease 
for his shoes, he invited me to go along 
whilst he got some more. 

‘‘We’ll probably have to kill the 
original owner,’’ he said. ‘‘Never 
have managed any other way. But 
bears are useless varmints and prob- 
ably just intendedto give us tallow for 
our shoes. ”’ 

Bear grease, Gus told me, makes 
your shoes as soft and pliable as wet 
buck-skin, andevenif it does smell a 
bit bearushin hot weather, there were 
worse smells, even if not much. 

I told Gus I’d go along with him. 
We had travelled together several 
times before, and I found him to be 
good comapny if one didn’t irritate one 
or more of his crotchets. 

But this time I did rub one of the 
worst ones so badly that you could see 
it sticking out all over him. You see 
a sudden change in our plans caused 
us to go about three days ahead of 
schedule andinthe last minute rush to 
get things together, I, as supplies- 
manager, forgot to take coffee along. 

Now, Gus without his coffee is as 
agreeable as a grizzly bear with a 
tooth ache, and sometimes it makes 
him so irritated when he has to abstain 
that he does things that he wouldn’t 
ordinarily consider. Andthis was one 
of the times, for atthe same time that 
we discovered the absence of coffee, 
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Gus discovered that instead of his 
fancy bear-gun, he had picked up his 
oldthirty-thirty that would jam if you 
td the repeating mechanism too 
ast. 

But it was a fifty mile trip back to 
town, and Gus refused to go back. 

‘“‘No, sir,’’ he said, coffeelessly 
peevish, ‘‘If this old thirty-thirty isn’t 
good enough, I’llkill‘em with my bare 
hands. ”’ 

And he nearly did, I guess. 

Ididn’t carrya gun. I was camera 
man and cook on these expeditions 
andonly had a camera and a few pots 
and pans for any defensive action. So 
I looked at Gus a bit nervously when 
we started out with only his jam- 
possible rifle. 

‘“*You think it will be alright?’’ I 
asked. 

‘‘We’ll get along alright,’’ he re- 
torted. ‘‘At least as good as can be 
expected without coffee!’’ 

We started up through the woods. 
Both of us had ahd an easy time of it 
the last few months and were pretty 
soft. Gus’s waistline had reached the 
forty-six mark, and mine wasn’t a 
much more delicate mold, and each 
of us weighed more than two hundred 
pounds, so we didn’t trip through the 
woods like a couple of fairies. 

Infact, for some time we avoided 
the deep woods, keeping as much as 
possible to the bars and rifles of a 
shallow stream. 

On the sand-bars we found every 
sign of ursine habitation; there were 
tracks, some of them a foot long and 
eight or nine inches wide, and some 
small ones, perfect miniatures. 

‘“‘Them baby-tracks,’’ Gus said, 
pointing with his old rifle at the cub 
tracks, ‘‘always spell trouble. The 
old gals are always ready to fight when 
they got their youngsters with them. 
Worse’na herdof women at a bargain 
counter, ”’ 

And when the crashing of heavy 
bodies through the woods twice in- 
dicated that we had been watched by 
unknown eyes, I beganto feel that this 
was no adventure for me. 

But the noise only made Gus cuss. 
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‘A lot of good tallow in there. 
Shame we can’t contact it. ’’ 

If I could have offered Gus a cup of 
coffee, I would have suggested going 
back, but coffeeless Gus is as sweet- 
tempered as that herd of women mob- 
bing a bargaincounter. So we contin- 
ued up the stream bed. 

We stopped where a small tributary 
discharged itself from a wide gravel 
bed into the stream up whose course 
we had been journeying. 

““There used to be an Indian village 
up this creek a way,’’ Gus said, ‘‘and 
there’s a lot of crab-apple and plum 
trees there now. There’s always a 
bear or two there. I think we’ll go up 
and take a look around. Maybe we’ ll 
find our shoe-grease there. ’’ 

Wecame, induetime and after the 
requisite expenditure of puffing and 
sweating, to the crab-apple bush. In 
some places we had to get down and 
crawl along the tunnel-like paths. 

‘‘Bear trails. ’’ Gus grunted. 

I hada bad minute or two thinking 
of what would happen should we meet 
a bear coming the other way along one 
of these low, shady tunnels. Chills 
chased themselves up and down my 
spine, but I guess that was due to the 
cool shade we were travelling through. 

But we didn’t meet anything in the 
thick parts, and had come out into a 
semi-clearing where we could stand 
and walk upright. 

Suddenly Gus went into a crouching 
position. 

‘‘There,’’ he informed me in a 
stage whisper, ‘‘over there! Abig one. 
A fine silvertip!’’ 

I followed the direction of his point- 
ing rifle barrel and saw what at first 
I thought to be a shaggy pony. But 
shaggy ponies didn’t have those thick- 
muscled legs, ‘and the long nose that 
was rooting aroundinthe grass -- not 
the long hair, witha silver-grey mane 
all along the back. It was a big one, 
a real big one, a monster. 

And there, gamboling around, were 
two cubs. 

*“We’re in luck,’’ Gus whispered 
gleefully. He had forgotten about the 
lack of coffee. 
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But I wasn’t so sure of the luck. 
Gus had a gun that might jam. 

Then the mother bear sensed that 
all was not right. She reared up on 
her hind legs, and with front legs 
hanging, sniffed the air, her nose 
travelling questingly. 

“She smells us,’’ Gus said, and 
without even hesitating to aim, fired. 

One of the cubs squealed. 

Andthenthings really did begin to 
happen. 

The mother bear took one double 
armed sweep, and each paw caught 
a cub and catapulted the pair away 
from us. 

Andthen she swept again, this time 
her paws on the ground and with body 
jack-knifing so that her hind feet were 
ahead of her frontfeet, and her snarl- 


ing snout sticking out in front, she 
charged at us like a snow-slide. 
“‘Jeeze! She’s jammed!’’ Gus 


yelled -- and he didn’t mean that ur- 
sine avalanche, either. 

I got a glimpse of Gus, red in the 
face, frantically trying to work the 
lever of his rifle. 

“Let’s get out of here!’’ I shouted. 

And without waiting to let Gus pre- 
ceed me, as he had done all day, I 
started departing with more determin- 
ation and desire thanIhad felt in many 
a month. 

And in eight feet I collided with a 
crab-apple tree. 

The tree bounced, and so did I. In 
fact, itbouncedme back, bear-ward, 
to a sitting position, and in the split 
secondthatI sat waiting for my scat- 
tered senses to regroup themselves, 
I under-went a strange experience. 

I had an idea. 

And for the second time I started 
away from the bear. 

This time the tree was my target, 
and I hit it. And I climbed that six- 
inch crab-appletree so fast that black 
squirrels would have turned red with 
jealousy. 

In fact, I went up with such en- 
thusiasm that I overdid it. I went up 
so that the tree could not hold my 
weight and started to bend over. 

As the strong pliant tree bent over 
under my weight, I started toward the 
groundheadfirst, andgot atruebird’s 
eye view of what was happening. I saw 
Gus, his rifleclubbed, ready to stand 
off the bear’s attack. I saw the bear 
six feet away from him, rear to her 
full and really terrible height. 

And the way that tree was letting 
me to the ground, head-first, I was 
going to land right between them. 
From the lookI had of Gus’s face, and 
the one of the bear’s countenance, I 
didn’t know which was the worse of the 
two. 

I managed to turn around on the 
tree, a pretty trick under the circum- 
stances, so my feet would touch the 
ground first, and then Istarted climb- 
ing. (I don’ t know whether it would be 
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up the tree or down, but I was trying 
to get away from the ground, and the 
bear and Gus...) 

In spite of my frantic clawing, it 
was no use. I was going earthward 
faster than sky-ward. 

Then] had a repeat performance. 
Another idea struck me. (I was getting 
very vulnerable and any oldidea could 
have struck me and got away with it. ) 
I gathered my knees up to as near my 
chin as I could and waited. 

I got another look at Gus, with his 
rifle clubbed. I don’t know whether he 
was aiming to hit me or not, but ina 
mental flash I remembered] had for - 
getten the coffee. 

And on the other side of me I saw 
the bear, reared, with anything but a 
pleasant countenance. 

Then I felt my feet touch the ground. 
Witha huge shout I uncoiled my legs, 
and with the tense bent tree to help me, 
sailed into the air. With Gus on one 
side and the bear on the other, that 
was the only alluring course open. 

I must have sailed twenty feet up, 
with that pliant crab-apple tree in my 
grasp. 

The grip up took so long that I had 
a chance to look down. I saw the bear 
recover from the interruption I had 
brought about. I saw Gus strike at her 
with his rifle; and I saw her sweep it 
aside witha greatfurry arm, andbear 
Gus to the ground. 

The horror of Gus’s predicament, 
and my squirrel-like acrobatics in the 
tree must have weakened me, for I 
momentarily loosened my grip...and 
the next minuteI was hurtling through 
the air. 

Straight at the bear I fell. 

And hit her on the back, every 
ounce of my more than two hundred 
pounds hitting like a double-header 
sack of flour. 

I squashed her down, I did, for I 
could feel: her give under my weight. 
But with a great intake of air, anda 
startled ‘‘Whoof!’’ she bounced back 
up, throwing me off her. 

She swiped at me the way she did 
her cubs, but her aim, probably 
knocked a little off beam by the two 
hundred pound thunder-bolt she had 
just contacted, wasa little short. But 
at that it was long enough to rip the 
seat out of my pants. 

Then, as if she had had enough of 
my presence, she looked around and 
tore off in the direction she had sent 
her cubs. 
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Gus sat up, sweaty and dishevel- 
led, andexplored himself for injuries. 

He apparently found none, for when 
he looked at me his face clouded with 
anger. 

“Well, dang your ornery old hide, ”’ 
he said. ‘‘I suppose you’re satisfied. 
There was enough tallow in her to last 
a dozen years.. You sure messed 
things up. ’’ 

““Messed--messed things up?’’ I 
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letter from his girl friend, his ex- 
cirl friend. In his absence she has 
formed a few ideas of her own. 

Sailors are romantic sods, she 
thinks, remembering the movie scene 
showing a bronzed seaman sailing 
away leaving Dottie Lamour weeping 
in her sarong.Jim has probably broken 
| halfa dozenhearts already, and even 
| ifhe hasn’t, he will never settle down. 
The result is that she lowers the boom 
on him and marries the clerk in the 
corner meat market. 
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Under sail they are graceful. 
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‘All right,’’ someone puts in, 
‘perhaps romance cherchez la femme 
is slightly over emphasized, but there 
are compensations. There is the ro- 
mance of sailing itself. The battle of 
stout steel against the fury of the el- 
ements, for instance. ’’ 


Very poetical, but that’s all that 
can be said for it. The average sea- 
man finds nothing romantic about a 
gale. The sea’s power is stupendous. 
It can twist steel ladders easier than 
Junior twisting the cat’s tail, knock 
out inch thick portholes as if they were 
paper, and in seconds sweep a ship’s 
deck cleaner than a peeled potato. The 
first victims of a storm are usually 
the lifeboats, andeven if they weren’t 
they are of little use. In a full gale it 
is almost impossible to launch them, 
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and should they be successfully launch- 
ed, the seaman’s chances of surviving 
are slim. His only hope is his ship. 

Sometimes even she fails him. 

By February last winter, Atlantic 
gales had wrecked 10 ships and killed 
100 seamen, and a few months pre- 
viously the freighter Pennsylvania 
broke up in the Pacific and her entire 
crew of 45 were drowned. Foaming 
seas and laboring ships seem adven- 
turous to the uninitiated, but it is 
the kind of adventure that seamen 
would rather not experience. The line 
between adventure and tragedy is too 
fine. 

‘But it isn’t always stormy,’’ 
someone else adds. ‘‘Then comes the 
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real pleasure of sailing. Look at the 
way Conrad summed it up. ‘The ship, 
a fragment detached from the earth, 
went on lonely and swift like a small 
planet.” 7” 

In a way Conrad is right, sea- 
menare detached from the world and 
itscares, but, don’t forget, they are 
detached also from its newspapers, 
nightly radio programs, and weekly 
magazines. They aredetached, too, 
from its baseballgames, dances, and 
concerts. Andit is a detachment with 
problems of its own. 

Suppose, for example, a ship is 
boundfrom Panamato Japan, and two 
days out a seaman gets a toothache. 
Ashore it means only a visit to the 
dentist. At sea it isn’t that simple. 
He visits the Chief Steward, Second 
Mate, Radio Operator, or whoever 
got stuck with the medicine chest. He, 
inturn, looks up toothache in the Ship 
Captain’s Medical Guide and finally 
swabs the aching molar with creosote. 
No-one mentions an extraction. The 
first aid man wouldn’t know how; the 
seaman wouldn’t let him if he did. He 
takes heart from the thought that in 
sixteen days the ship will stop four 
hours at Honolulu for bunkers and he 
can see a dentist. Meanwhilehe hopes 
that his face doesn’t puff up, or the 
tooth abscess and poison his system, 
or some other unpleasant complication 
set in. 

Toothache, however, fades to in- 
significance compared to appendicitis, 
and appendix attacks are far from 
rare. On one trip we had two cases, 
and even though by a whim of fate we 
were in port both times, one of the 
men’s appendix was at the rupturing 
stage when he reached hospital. At 
sea the question is different. After 
the Captain assures himself that the 
seaman isn’t imagining things, he fol- 
lows one of two courses. If the vessel 
is near land he puts in at the nearest 
port, otherwise he sends a general 
radio call to locate a ship carrying a 
doctor. Bothvessels alter course and 
if the appendix doesn’t burst in the 
hours or days that it takes the ships 
to converge, everything turns out all 
right. 

Being detached from the earth has 
another drawback. Social life is lower 
than a neap tide. In fact it is so low 
that instead of Conrad’s romantic 
definition, most seamen prefer Sam- 
uel Johnson’s observation that being 
in a ship is being in a jail, with the 
chance of being drowned. 

Canadian tramp freighters carry 
acrewof 35, 9 licensed personnel in- 
cluding Captain, three Mates, four 
Engineers, and Radio Operator, and 
26 unlicensed personnel. At sea the 
Chief Mate, Second Engineer stand the 
4-8 watches; Second Mate, Third En- 
gineer, 8-12’s; and the RadioOpera- 
tor stands 4, 2 hour watches over a 
periodof 14 hours. This makes it ex- 


F y Pie i wd 
Bartering withthe bum-boats in Egypt. 
Crews usually come off second-best. 
Man at left in photo below has just 
realizedthat he was swindled, despite 
impressive appearance of tapestry at 
first glance. 


tremely difficult for the Officers to 
get together for even a three handed 
poker game, evenif everyone did play 
poker. They are either on watch, 
sleeping from being on watch, or 
catching up on some reading before 
going on watch. Even when get to- 
gethers are arranged, they seldom 
last. 

As a rule the Officers have little 
in common. Their ages range from 
the teens to the sixties and over, and 
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Vancouver freighter 


waiting for grain at 
Bahia Banca, A.gen- 
tina. Cargo loading 
was delayed for six 
weeks, during which 


time crew painted 
vessel from stem 


to stern.. 


their interests from high politics to 
rug weaving. On long voyages Mates 
and Engineers seem to wind up at 
loggerheads, the Radio Operator feuds 
withthe Chief Steward, Engineer dif- 
fers with Engineer and Mate with Mate 
and at times relations in general be- 
come severely strained. Apart from 
heatedflare-ups at mealtimes, there 
are few tete-atetes, and since Can- 
adian Merchant ships are dry, there 
isn’t even the traditional tot of grog 
over which differences can be resol- 
ved. The result is that as successive 
months pass life at sea becomes a 
repetition of reading, sleeping, and 
watch keeping. 

The unlicensed personnel fare 
better. There are more of them, and 
besides watchkeepers, there are day 
workers, menonaregular 8 hour 51/2 
day week. For this reasonit is always 
possible to round up a quartet for 
bridge, poker, or whatever is in vo- 
gue. Then, too, they have more in 
common than the Officers. Their ages 
are more nearly equal, their interests 
correspond to a greater degree, and 
since their work doesn’t throw them 
so close together when differences 
occur the grieved parties have a better 
chance of avoiding one another. But 
regardless of how much a crew have 
incommon, a tramp treighter is still 
a tramp freighter and at ten knots or 
less there are Some awesome Stret- 
ches of water to cross. After suc- 
cessive weeks of doing the same 
job, and staring at nothing but water, 
life becomes extremely monotonous 
for everyone, and it is a monotony 
from which there is no escape., 

Freighters are designed to carry 
cargo, notfor the comfort of the men 
sailing them. It is a rare one indeed 
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that has a gymnasium, most don’t 
even have a broadcast receiver, and 
the average library consists of a doz- 
en musty volumes from someone’s 
basement. As the weeks and months 
drag by, dog-eared pocket books make 
the rounds, ancient magazines are re- 
read, andtwice told tales are retold. 
But time and water somehow slips by 
and suddenly allhands keep a weather 
eye on the calendar. The estimated 
day of arrival creeps slowly closer 
and one day the green coast of Canada 
appears onthe horizon. The hot, dis- 
ease laden ports like Beira, Takoradi, 
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Suez, are forgotten; the long weeks at 
sea, the storms, thediscomforts, the 
petty differences that once loomed so 
large allbecome memories. But even 
homecoming hasits problems. There 
is, for instance, the question of leave. 
Officers are entitled to a month 
annually, andthe crew two weeks, but 
taking it is difficult. Leave a shore 
job and when you return the tread mill 
is still there; leave a ship and when 
you return she is gone. Because of 
this, leave is taken on a catch-as- 
catch can basis. Seamen stay with a 
ship until they are fed up, then take 
their leave. When they feel like ship- 
ping out again they report to their 
Association or to their Union and find 
a shore job until they get a ship. 
During the last war the leave prob- 
lem was simplified. Seamen belonged 


TELKWA, British Columbia 


‘TELKWA HOTEL 


C. P, BUSSINGER, Prop. 
TELKWA ‘THE BEAUTY SPOT OF THE NORTH’ 


T. F. & M. MILLS LTD, 


Manufacturers of Western White Spruce 
and Pine - Rough & Dressed 
TELKWA, B. C. 


SMITHERS B.C. 


BULKLEY HOTEL 


Owned and Managed by Butchart & Tait 
A HOME AWAY FROM HOME STEAM HEATED 


FULLY MODERN 


SMITHERS 


Buckley 


PAGE 18 


PALDEAWOOD) 


Shae from $1,000 to $20,000 


Valley Farm 


to a Central Manning Pool and that 


body arranged their leave and after- 
wards assigned them to another ship. 
War, however, brought complications 
of its own. Seamen were neither in nor 
out of the Armed Forces. 


Many a tramp freighter went to the 
for loaded 
with military supplies (as above) they 
were prime military targets for enemy 
Merchant seamen 
manned guns in addition to their nor- 
malduties.Below:Messman taking his 
trick at the controlsof .50) calibre 
anti-aircraft gun. 


bottom during wartime, 


subs and raiders. 


NORTHERN INTERIOR 
FOREST PRODUCTS LIMITED 


Lumber Manufacturers 
Dealing In; SPRUCE. HEMLOCK, CEDAR & PINE 


SMITHERS, B.C. 


INSURANCE 
REAL ESTATE 


BRITISH COLUMBIA 


AUCTIONEER 


& Business 


Investments 


‘ Western Hemlock, Red Cedar, Cottonwood, 


The Government granted them the 
right to wear campaign ribbons, but 
onthe excuse that they weren’t in the 
Services denied them a discharge 
button, even though it was probably 
easier toleavethe Forces than it was 
to leave the Pool. Thousands of mem- 
bers of the Armed Forces who never 
left Canada were eligible for V. L. A. 
loans, grants to start businesses, and 
other Veteran benefits, while Mer- 
chant Seamen were granted very min- 
or rehabilitation rights, despite the 
fact that they went on active, foreign 
service the day they joined the Pool. 

‘‘Allright,’’ yousay, ‘‘romance of 
the ocean has been over-emphasized, 
and if you want glory, join the Navy. 
But sea life has one good point. You 
can buy things abroad and sell them at 
home. Then seamen are in a position 
to make a little something as a manu- 


B.C., 


TERRACE MOTORS LTD. 
Complete Automotive Service 


DODGE—DESOTO CARS—DODGE TRUCKS 
Your Official AAA Garage in 


J. H. Smith — H. M. Wightman 

FIRE, AUTOMOBILE, LIFE : 
Representing strong Board Companies 
Agents: Sun Life Assurance Company 


SANDE LUMBER MILLS 


LUMBER MANUFACTURERS 


HEMLOCK CEDAR SPRUCE 
ROUGH OR DRESSED TIMBER PRODUCTS 
C.N.R. SHIPPING POINT TERRACE, B.C. 


LITTLE HAUGLAND 
& KERR LTD. 
LUMBER MANUFACTURERS 


Poles, Piling, Ties, Boomsticks, Shingles 


Sitka Spruce Our Specialty 


: = 
SKOGLUND LOGGING 
LIMITED 
Road-Building & Logging Contractor 


TD - 24's & TD - 18's 
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PRINCE RUPERT, B.C. 


The BROADWAY 


. | ‘ «eS y - Famous For Fine Food 
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FOR Men's Fine Clothing 
and Furnishing y 


Capetown harbour with Table moun- 
tain in the background. From the top 
of the mountain can be seen the Cape 
of Good Hope, southern tip of Africa, 
at which point the warm waters of the 
Indian Ocean mingle with the icy 
waters of the south Atlantic. 


7, 
PLUMBING 
Ganich and HEATING 2 eo 
EVERYTHING IN PLUMBING & HEATING 
Agents for:''Iron Fireman’’Oil Burners & Stokers ] 


Prince Rupert,B.C. - Whitehorse, Y.T. 


facturer’s agent. ’’ 

Unfortunately things don’t work 
that way. Seamen have little time for 
looking up manufacturers or anyone 
else. They aren’t Cook’s tourists. In 
port as well as at sea they are ex- 
pected to give their pound of flesh. 

Deck Officers have their hands full 
checking the loading and discharging 
of cargo; the Engineers and their gang 
are busy down below; Seamen are oc- 
cupied chipping, painting, and sim- 
ilar maintenance work; andCooks and 
Stewards are ona seven day schedule. 
Then, too, the Second and the Third 
Mate and the Third and the Fourth DELNOR M. A. TENG Veleel 
Engineer have to stay aboard night DISTRIBUTORS FO 
manent about on secursty watch, cae : DELNOR Frozen Foods - VELVET Ice Cream 
usually two seamen plus anoiler and a ering! “ JERSEY EARMS” Mitk and Cream ICE CREAM 
fireman are aboard on night watch. Box 968, Prince Rupert, B.C. 
The only person with spare time is 
the Radio Operator, but since he 
usually does the purser work even he 
can’t up stakes whenever the urge 
strikes. 

A seaman, it is true, can shop in 
the world’s markets, but this is not 
the advantage it seems. Unless he 
knows what he is doing he gets hooked 
andeven if he surmounts all difficul- 
ties and picks up a few bargains, then 


LINDSAY CARTAGE & STORAGE LIMITED 


Agents for: CANADIAN LIQUID AIR Oxygen and Acetylene Supplies 


and Accessories 
Furniture & Piano Mov ng — Pool Car D'stributors ( 
Complete Service _ Packing, Crating and Shipping : 


Prince Ripert. Bao. 


NORTHERN DISTRIBUTORS 


Distributors: Vancouver Sun, Magazines, Palm Ice Cream, “Hires, Orange 
Crush Syrup, Fountain Supplies — For Prince Rupert, Northern Coast, 
Queen Charlotte Islands, Terrace, Kitimat and Kemano Bay 


CONFECTIONERY Located at BUS TERMINAL - PRINCE RUPERT, B.C. Write Box 324 


Prince Rupert Hotel 


100 ROOMS FULLY MODERN 
Headquarters For Commercial Men 


and Tourists 
Dining Room Fully Licensed 
Agnes A. Rochester S. R. Donaldson 


Proprietress Manager 


PRINCE RUPERT 


Hudson - Hillman - Land-Rover - Sunbeam Talbot 
Humber-Hawk Cars - Commer Trucks 
SALES and SERVICE 


Dan‘s Service Station 


— J. D. Lippert — 


“Morris” Sales and Service 


Gas, 


Tires, 


PRINCE RUPERT, B.C. 


Lubrication 
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PRINCE RUPERT, B.C 


THOMAS McMERKIN 
& SOAS Ltd. 


P.O. BOX 338 P PHONES 43 -44 
WHOLESALE 
Groceries, Fruits, Vegetables, Candy, Tobacco 


Agent: FIVE ROSES FLOUR, 
"THE WORLD'S BEST” 


SUPERIOR AUTO SERVICE LTD. 
Dealers in STUDEBAKER and.AUSTIN Cars and Trucks 
International Harvester Dealers 


North Star Bottling Works 


Bottlers of High Class Beverages 


Phone 132 - Box 1520 
PRINCE RUPERT, B.C. 


Northwest Construction Ltd. 
GENERAL CONTRACTORS 
“A Northern Company, For Northern Jobs” 
Specializing in Commercial & Industrial Jobs 


from Pr Rupert to Pr. George to Clinton 
PRINCE RUPERT, B.C. 


BACON FISHERIES 


Shippers and Curers of 


FRESH 
AND 
SMOKED FISH 


OF ashion Footwear 
Men's, Boys’ and Girls’ Shoes 
X-RAY FITTING 


Ladies’ Shoes and Slippers 
PHANTOM Hosiery 
DURABILT Luggage & Handbags 


CITY TRANSFER 


GENERAL CARTAGE & ETORAGE 


a oe 
Member A.T.A. ee a 
| WL 


Box 1155 Phone 950 
PRINCE RUPERT, B.C. 


HUDSON HOPE, B.C. 


KING GETHING COAL MINES 


‘*Pinest Bituminous Screened Coals’’ 
Hudson Hope, B.C. 


LUS. BAZELEY 
Sales Manager 
FORT ST. JOHN, B.C. 


KING GETHING 
Owner and Operatoi 
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what? Customs Officials get annoyed 
if a Seaman, or anyone else, tries 
landing a dozen Indian rugsor several 
gross of Japanese tea sets without a 
pocketful of special licenses and per- 
mits. They confiscate everything and 
in general make life unpleasant for the 
offender. A hundred dollars worth of 
personal merchandise every four 
months isthe legal limit. The exper- 
ienced seaman, however, rarely 
brings home this amount or anything 
like it. He shops at home. 

I carry the remnants of a suitcase 
I bought in a Calcuttabazaar. On dis- 
play it was superb. Solid leather ex- 
terior with expanding lid, strengthen- 
ing straps, silk lining, side pockets, 
in fact more good points than a rich 
relative. Ihaggled the price from forty 
to twenty five dollars and proudly 
strutted off with the suitcase. On its 
maiden voyage the fancy handle broke 
and a shiny lock dropped off. It got 
wet and the solid leather peeled like 
old wallpaper, the straps broke, the 
remaining lock rusted tight, and the 
silk lining fell to pieces. Now I leave 
foreign goods alone. Bargains like 
that keep a man broke. 

I remember a third mate who con- 
sidered himself a shrewd trader, but 
we made a trip to Europe and he 
turned out to be the rankest of am- 
ateurs. In Antwerphe bargained him- 
self into a camera with a broken 
shutter and a set of silver that had a 
tendency to tarnish green. In Keil he 
snapped up a Luger with a defective 
barrel and in Poland he really got 
taken. He switched from optical goods 
to household furnishings and on his 
first shore leave he struggled back 
with a rugthat was, he announcedwithi 
a flourish, genuine Persian. Worth 
four hundred dollars, probably more. 
He had picked it up in the market for 
a mere seventy dollars. 

When we arrived in Vancouver the 
Customs Appraiser pulled a handfull 
of hair out of it and shook his head. 
‘*You guys pick the damndest stuff, ’’ 
he said. ‘‘I suppose this is a Persian 
rug” 

The Third Mate nodded. 

“The Poles have it down to a sci- 
ence,’’ the Customs Officer went on. 
**Tt’s the thirdrug in as many months. 


NORTRERS 


“SERVING 


Dawson Creek A LAND 
® 


HEATED 
and REFRIGERATED 
VANS 


FREIGHTWAYS 


LeimMiT cE BD OF opportunity 
Trucking Contractors 
Dawson Creek. B.C. 
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FORT Si. JOHN, BaGe 


CONDILL MOTELFULLY movern 


The leading hotel serving the northern airways 
Alaska Highway and the large 
trict of Fort St. John 


FULLY LICENSED ~ LUNCH COUNTER 


FORT ST. JOHN. BRITISH COLUMBIA 


Fort St. John Lumber 
CO. LIMITED 
Manufacturers & Exporters of 


Western White Spruce 


For Dominion & Export Markets 
DAWSON CREEK, B.C. 


Canal barges in Antwerp waiting to 
load cargo from freighters.A system 
of rivers and interlocking canals al- 
lows for cheap water delivery far into 
central Europe. 


‘acai 


HAY RIVER 


HEAVY 
HAULING 


ee SPECIALISTS 
SCHEDULED SERVICE between EDMONTON and DAWSON CREEK, BC / 


Nicluding Way Point CONTRACT TRUCKING to all Points on the 
ALASKA HIGHWAY 


Edmonton 


1952 


DAWSON CREEK, B.C. 


) = 
Windsor Hotel 
NEWLY CONSTUCTED AND OPERATED WITH 
EVERY MODERN CONVENIENCE FOR YOUR 
COMFORT. 


54 ROOMS 32 WITH BATH 
FULLY LICENSED — DINING ROOM — 
SAMPLE ROOM DAWSON CREEK, B.C. 


LEACH’S 


TIRE AND RADIATOR 
SERVICE 


GOODYEAR.TIRES — — WILLARD BATTERIES 


DAWSON CREEK, B. C. 


THOMPSON MOTORS 


Complete Engine Rebuilding Service 
CYLINDER REBORING — VALVE SEAT 
INSERTS INSTALLED 
INSTALLATION OF CYLINDER SLEEVES 


DANSON EMIUERSUL SULES ETD. 


Parts, Sales end Ser 


COCKSHUTT FARM MACHINERY 


———— Sales and Service — 


EW PALACE HOTEL & CAFE 
| Mile ‘Zero's’ Smartest Restaurant 
Clean Comfortable Rooms 


Alaska Highway 


Blueberry Lodge 
ROOMS or CABINS 
GAS, OIL, TIRES & TIRE REPAIRS 
Cafe and Lunch Room 
Alaska 


Highway 


Excellent Hunting 
OPEN ALL YEAR 


Muskwa Cafe & Cabins 


Mile 101 


Haley 
& 


GROCERIES - LUNCHES - MEALS 
“Try Our Hospitality“ 
ALASKA HIGHWAY’S OLDEST CATERERS 
SMILE 300 FORT NELSON, BC ALASKA HIGHWAY 
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Unlike this beautiful natural beach on 
the Indian ocean,'tis said that world- 
famous Waikiki beach (below)arrives 
in dump trucks every morning. 


4 4 

= ae a 
Get it disinfected then take a walk 
througha rugdealers. They got better 
ones new for thirty bucks. ’’ 

On occasion, however, we all get 
hooked. Once we bunkered at the Ca- 
nary Islands and within seconds the 
ship swarmed with Spaniards carrying 
cages of canaries in colors through 
red, yellow, and orange, and in size 
from diminutive to extra large. Every- 
one was broke but the Dons were more 
than willing to exchange the birds for 
pants, shoes, ties, old rope, or any- 
thing else that moved. Trading was 
brisk and an hour later they had minted 
enough to buy a bull ring each. When 
we were Safely back at sea we cluster- 
ed around our canaries and waited for 
the golden notes. 

We waited one day, two days, three 
days, four. A week later we were still 
waiting and after two weeks of silence 
cages andcontents started getting the 
deep six. Finally the Chief Steward 
was the only hold out. He coaxed, he 
begged, he threatened, but his bird’s 
only vocal effort was a sparrow like 
chirp when it finished feeding. A month 
later even the Chief Steward could see 
that he had been taken and we bade the 
last of the canaries farewell. 

My most valuable buy was a bottle 
of green Egyptian perfume that sup- 
posedly came from King Tut Ankha- 
men’s tomb. At the time the Third 
Mate and I were brewing rum in a 
coconut and in the heat of the Red Sea 
the stuff exploded. Since Captains 
frown on such activities we feared 
another explosion once his nose led 
him to the scene. Then we remem- 


FORT NELSON, B.C. MILE 300 


Streeper Brothers “za 
MARINE TRANSPORT 


River Freight & Charter Service 


from Fort Nelson to any point on 
the McKenzie Watershed 


Sime Groceries & Meat 


A Complete Line of 
Quality Groceries 
Fresh & Cured Meats 


Under Refrigeration 


Saal | / 

Psi 5 it Se OE oe 
FORT NELSON HOTE 
FULLY MODERN - FULLY LICENSED 

14 ROOMS WITH BATH 20 WITH WATER 

Cafe, Dining Room, Service Station, Imperial Gas 


All Standard and Imperial Cards Honoured 
Telephone & Telegraph FORT NELSON, B,C. 
_——————————————— 


Summit Hotel & Cafe 


FIRST CLASS ACCOMMODATION 
COMPLETE GARAGE SERVICE 
WELDING & LATHE WORK 
MILE 392 ALASKA HIGHWAY 


MORLEY RIVER LODGE 
CLYDE WANN SERVICE STN NO. 3 
Rooms - Meals - Gas & Oil 
Tires & Tire Service & Trailer 
GOOD HUNTING & FISHING 
MILE 7777, .ALASKA HIGHWAY 


SWIFT RIVER LODGE 
Clyde Wann's Service Stn. No 2 
GENERAL STORE 
Rooms - Meals - Gas - Oil 
TIRES & TIRE SERVICE TRAILER SPACE 

MILE 733 ALASKA HIGHWAY 


McCrae Inn 
Rooms Cafe ——— Tavern 

& Oil 

On the Main Highway 


Gas 


Reasonable Rates - 


Wholesale Farm Producis 
Kept Fresh with Modern Refrigeration 
Telephone: Northwest 117-R-1 


Mile 910 - Alaska Highway 
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FRASER CANYON 


MARK DUMOND — G.M.C. Sales & 
Service, I.H.C. Implements. 

COPPER KETTLE CAFE — Home 
Cooked Meals in a Cozy Fireside 
Atmosphere, LYTTON. 


CLINTON, B.C. 
ROBERTSON BROTHERS — A Com- 
plete Line of Quality Merchandise. 


WILLIAMS LAKE, B.C. 


BORKOWSKI'S MENSWEAR 
A Complete Line of High Quality 
Dress & Work Clothes 


C. H. DODWELL & CO. — (R. Beau- 
champ. Real Estate. Insurance 


R. M. BLAIR — Imperial Oil Products. 
Agent: Massey Harris Farm Imple- 
ments 


QUESNEL, B.C. 


KINLEY’S DRUGS — Complete Drug 
Service, Books, Stationery, Harriet 
Hubbard Ayer Toiletries. 


QUESNEL LAUNDRY & CLEANERS 
Expert Dry Cleaning & Laundering. 
Prompt Deliveries on out-of-town 
work. 

BIBRCE GARAGE — Complete Gar- 
age Service. International Trucks. 
Goodyear Tires, Welding. 


HILL MEAT MARKET—Quality Meats 
Aged Right - Priced Right - Cut 


Right. uesnel & Wells, B.C. 
Ss WILLIAM & CO. — General 
Merchants. We Buy and Sell Gold 
Dust, Fancy Nuggets. 
POLLY PACKER FLORIST 
Quesnel, B.C. 


P. L. SEEMENS - JEWELLER — Dia- 
monds, Watches, Silverware, w 
WATT’S BAKERY — The Home of 


Fine Quality Cakes & Pastries. 
ELLIOTT COFFEE BAR 


Short Orders - Ice Cream - Tobaccos 
WONG'S MENSWEAR — A Complete 
Line of Dress & Work Clothes. 
NORTH OF QUESNEL 
CANYON CREEK CAFE — Quick 
Meals and Lunches, Soft Drinks, 
BEN'S SERVICE STATION 
Cabins - Gas - Oil - Repairs - Accessories 


CANYON CREEK STORE Gas, 
Groceries, Soft Drinks, Tobaccos, 


PRINCE GEORGE, B.C. 


UNITED DIESEL SALES & SERVICE 
BUDA “Dyna-Swirl” Diesels 
Lubriplate Lubricants, Globelite Bat- 
teries, ving Dependable Power 
ws 


G. S. WOOD — Prescription DRUG- 
GIST. Beaded Indian Leather Work. 


ANDERSEN’S LUMBER YARD — 
General Contractors. Lumber and 
Building Supplies. Lime, Plaster. 
JOHN McINNIS — Dealer In Lumber | 

& Builders’ Supplies. 


WALTER FLYNN — Quality Grocer- 
jes, South Fort George, B.C. 


G. B. WILLIAMS — For 35 Years the 
supply centre for Trappers, Hunters, 
Ranchers and Prospectors. 


HUGHES & RATLEDGE Smart 
Clothes for Mother and Daughter. 
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CLASSIFIED 


WM. BEXON Quality Groceries 
and Table Supplies. 
GUNDY’S NEWS AGENCY — Whole- 


distributors of Magazines & Peri- 
ovicals 


McCULLAGH, The JEWELLER—Dia- 


monds. Watches - Expert Repairs. 


Chinaware. C.N.R. Watch Inspector. 


RALPH TELFORD PLANING MILLS 
LTD. 
Manufacturers of 
SPRUCE - PINE - FIR 
Prince George, British Columbia 


SUPERIOR LAUNDRY & CLEANERS 
Commercial and Millwork Given 
Special Attention 
— Prompt Deliveries — 

Box 346 


I. B. GUEST — Novelties, Photo Sup- 


plies, Cameras, Fishing Tackle, 


VANDERHOOF, B.C. 


NECHAKO MOTORS — General Mo- 
tors Dealers - SHELL Oil Products 


FORT ST. JAMES, B.C. 


FRASER’S STORE — (Bruce Russel) 
General Merchandise - Agents: 
SHELL Oil Co. Ltd. 


L. R. DICKINSON — Outfitting Head- 
quarters for Miners, Prospectors 
& Settlers. 


CARNELL’S CAFE & BAKERY 
“The Home of Good Food” 


WEST of VANDERHOOF 


CORKY’S. SERVICE — Home Gas & 
Oil - General Repairs - Welding. 


BURNS LAKE, B.C. 


NEW OMINECA & TWEEDSMUIR 
CAFES 
Light Lunches Full Course Meals 
Good Food ick Service 
BURNS. LAKE HARDWARE & GAR- 
AGE LTD. — Chevrolet & Oldsmo- 
bile Dealers - Sporting Goods 


Builders’ Supplies - Furniture 


BABINE LUMBER CO. LTD. — Rough 
& Dressed Spruce & Pine Lumber. 


TELKWA, B.C. 


F. W. A. MAPLETON — Novelties & 
Gifts, Patent Medicines, Sporting 
_ Goods, Fishing Tackle. 

BULKLEY VALLEY CREAMERY — 
Makers of “BULKLEY VALLEY” 
Brand Butter. 


BULKLEY VALLEY CO-OPERATIVE 
S’N — Central Sellin: for 


SMITHERS, B.C. 


EBY’S HARDWARE — Shelf & Heavy 
Hardware - 5 to 25 Cent Depart- 
ment - Dry Goods. 


HOTEL HUDSON 
Fully Modern 
Fully Licensed 


BOVILL MOTORS Chrysler-Pliy- 
mouth Cars, Fargo Trucks - Weld- 
ing & General Repairs - Imperial 
Oil Products. 


SMITHERS GARAGE ),TD.—General 
Motors Dealers - Chevrolet Spec- 
lalists. 


PRINCESS SHOPPE For 
Gifts - RCA Victor, Columbia, Dec- 
ca & Scandinavian Records. 

MILTON’S POOL ROOM 
Tgbaccos - Confectionery - Coffee 


TEACH BROTHERS — (Herb, Bill, 
Archie) Groceries - Fresh Fruit 


“NICLI” The Jeweller 
Expert Watch Repairs 
WATSON’S STORE LTD. 


Groceries, Meats - Flour and Feeds 
Fresh Fruits and Vegetables. 


WALL’S TAXI .— 3 Cars - Courteous 
Drivers - Tel. Day 48, Night 76. 
Charter Trips Anywhere. 


HAZELTON, B.C. 
ARTS GARAGE 


Complete Repair Serv'ce — Welding 
HAZELTON HOTEL — Clean & Com- 


fortable, Hot and Cold Water 


NEW HAZELTON CAFE—Good Food, 
Tobaccos, Confectionery. 


GRANDVIEW HOTEL - Modern, Com- 


fortable, Reasonable. SOUTH HAZELTON 


TERRACE, B.C. 


TERRACE HOTEL — Fully Licensed 
“Headquarters For Commercial 
Travellers and Sportsmen when in 


TERRACE, BC.” 


The HOME GRILL — (M. Hauser) 
“The Best Steaks In The North” 


Soft Drinks, Confectionery, Tobacco 


TERRACE DRUGS — (B. R. Dodds) 
“Everything In Drugs.” 


INTER-VALLEY LUMBER & SUP- 
PLY CO. — Cedar Poles, Posts & 
Piling - Hemlock Piling - Lumber 

Manufacturers 


E. T. KENNEY LTD. — Real Estate 
Notary - Insurance Box 4 


PRINCE RUPERT, B.C. 


REX CAFE—Opposite Prince Rupert 
Hotel - CHOP SUEY & CHOW 


MEIN Our Special tv. 


COMMERCIAL HOTEL 
Fully Licenced - Modern 


KAIEN HARDWARE 
Sporting Goods Headquarters 
Fishing Information 


SANDY’S CAFE AND LUNCH BAR— 
Specializing in’ Italian Food. 


DAWSON CREEK, B.C. 


BISSETT HARDWARE CO., LTD. — 
(Geo. Bissett) “Everything In Hayd- 
ware” - Atlas Tires - Headquarters 
For Sporting Goods. Tel. 33. 


THOMPSON ELECTRIC — G-E Ap- 
piiances - Natural Gas Ranges 
Heating Appliances - Electrical Con- 


tractors - Refrigeration Repairs 
For Hardy Fruit Trees & Shrubs Write 

ALASKA HIGHWAY NURSERIES 
H. Giles Box 538 


FORT ST. JOHN, B.C. 


CURISTON & BAKER — Public Ac- 
countants - Income Tax Specialists 
Auditing. 


FORT ST. JOHN FURNITUE CO, — 


Floor Covering, Furniture, Bagyage, 


SPICER’S BAKERY — “Sweet Krust” 
Bread - Quality Cakes & ‘Pastries. 


ROSS SMITH GENERAL TRUCKING 
North Pine, B.C. 


NORTHWEST DIGEST 


A GUIDE TO RELIABLE MERCHANTS IN 
TOWNS OF THE CARIBOO, CENTRAL 
B.C., PEACE RIVER & YUKON 


WHITEHORSE, Y.T. 


WISE AGENCIES 
COMPLETE INSURANCE SERVICE 
Box 398 Whitehorse, Y.T. 


BURNS & CO. LTD. 
— Wholesale & Retail — 
Fresh, Cured & Canned Meats 
Tel, 2311 =. 
Box 46 WHITEHORE 


OKANAGAN 


COTTAGE CAFE - 
HOME COOKED MEALS - FALKLAND 


Ernie’s Garage 
"ff Hip tta: 
First Class Rest Rooms 
* Tourist Information * 
* Modern Equipment * 
* New Garage * 


VANDERHOOF, B.C. 


RIFLES - THE FAMOUS . 303 SHORT 
LEE ENFIE LD (SMLE) Mark 111 ten- 
shot repeater service rifles, 24’’ 
barrel, open ‘‘V’’ Sights and .303 
British Enfield P-14 service rifles, 
6-shot 26’’ barrel only $29. 50 each. 
These genuine British Enfield rifles 
also available in the finest light weight 
deluxe sporting models ($120 actual 
value) now only $37.50 each. Each 
British nitro-proffed and fully guar - 
anteed. Free carrying sling and swiv- 
els. .303 high velocity ammunition 


$1. 95 box 20. We ship C.O. D. prom- 
ptly. Write International Firearms 
, 1011 Bleury, Montreal, Que. 


Co. Ltd. 
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beredthe perfume. It carried the day, 
even though the Third Mate’s cabin 
smelled like Cleopatra’s boudoir for 
months. 

There is, finally, one other say- 
ing about sea life that is worth a look 
at, andthat is the hoary chestnut about 
going to sea getting into aman’s blood. 
It just isn’t so. Thousands of men 
have gone to sea but only tens make 
it a career. If going to sea got into a 
man’s blood there would be a super- 
abundance of seamen, but such isn’t 
the case. The British, sea-going by 
tradition, are staying away from the 
sea in droves; the Americans, even 
thoughthey pay fabulous wages, until 


WHITEHORSE - 


- NORTHWEST DIGEST - October, 1952 


7 


* 
TAYLOR & DRURY 
LIMITED 
Yukon’s Leading Merchants for over Fifty Years 


CALL AND SEE US 


recently had trouble manning their 
vessels; and Canadians aren’t too 
plentiful, despite the fact that in Van- 
couver alone the number of registered 
deep-sea ships has dropped from over 
40 in 1946 to only 8 at present. 

Often seamen return to sea after 
Swearing up and down that they have 
made their last trip, but this is usually 
because of circumstances rather than 
anurgeto answer the call of the run- 
ning tide. Transition from seato shore 
life is difficult and full of pitfalls. A 
man might be returning because he 
exhausted his savings before finding 
a compatible job ashore and wants to 
save money for another try; perhaps 


- Gateway to the Yukon 


| Canyon Creek Tourist Camp 


he is returning because his home life 
went awry inhis absence and he wants 
to forget; perhaps he is returning be- 
cause he went into business for him- 
self andhas to appease his creditors. 

But whatever his reason for returning, 
it won’t be because he is looking for 
adventure, romance, or escape from 
monotony, or because he feels an urge 
to return, 

He returns with the full knowledge 
that going to sea is a job, a job that 
like any other job has good points and 
bad, in this case with the bad pre- 
dominant. If you don’t believe it, ask 
him. Or better still, try for yourself. 
You’ll soon find out. 

Tramp freighters call regularly at 
the tiny grass-shack river port in 
Dutch Guiana shown at upper left. Ri 
ver is barely wide enough for ship to 
be turned around.Stern of ship is lit- 
erally in the trees when it is cross- 
waystothe stream.At this port baux- 
ite (aluminum ore) is loaded for deliv- 
ery to North American ports,such as 
New York, show at upper right. 

Far left: Abroad, the entertainment 
varies withthe port.In Arabia,instead 
of the exotic dancing girls of fiction 
seamen content themselves witha ride 
ona ‘ship of the desert’.In far eastern 
ports, a rickshaw ride breaks the mon- 
otony. Left: When all else fails, the 
boys resort to this time-tested sea- 
man's antidote for combating boredom, 
heat, anc homesickness, 
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both statements that ‘‘big business”’ 
dictated the terms of the F. M. L. Plan 
and accepting it at face value as the 
only workable plan which would inject 
security into our forest industry - 
the $64 dollar question today is - 
WHAT OF THE REMAINING 60% OF 
OUR TIMBER RESOURCES? 

What is going to happen to them, 
and to the thousands of small oper- 
ators, who are being forced, through 
lack of any alternative plan, to cut in 
the same destructive and cut-throat 
manner which has been the hallmark 
of the B.C. logging industry for the 
past 50 years... No plan has yet been 
devised to safeguard this far-bigger 
portion of our forest resources - or 
the future of the small operators who 
annually account for over 50% of the 
total wealth garnered from our 
forests. 

Of these small operators, Deputy 
Minister of Lands & Forests, C.D. 
Orchard stated publicly, ‘‘There is 
no room in B.C. for the small op- 
erator...’’ We contend, that in this 
democracy of ours there is, and 
Shouldbe, room for every one engaged 
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stuttered. ‘‘I saved your life!’’ 

‘‘Saved my--saved my life?’’ he 
sputtered in reply. ‘‘You might have 
saved the bear’s life. Iwas just getting 
ready to choke her to death. ’’ 

And he didn’t forgive me until we 
got back to town and had a good mug- 
up of coffee. 


RICHARDS TRANSPORTATION & GARAGE 


CHRYSLER ~- PLYMOUTH CALS & FARGO TRUCKS 


Dealers For The YUKON Territory 
GARAGE SERVICE 


COMPLETE 


CHRYCO PARTS 


ORTHERN COMMERCIAL CO. 


se 


/ 


sees fw KON 


MAIN OFFICE 
419 COLMAN BLDG, 
SEATTLE 4, WASH, 
MU. 2300 


WHITEHORSE INN CAFE 


Open 24 Hours o Day 


The WHITEHORSE INN 


FOR THE BEST IN ACCOMMODATION. SINGLE 
OR DOUBLE ROOMS WITH OR WITHOUT BATH 
OR SHOWER. 


OPERATED LY 


WHITEHORSE HOTELS LTD. 


ap 


& ACCESSORIES 


32 Department Stores - throughout 
Yukon and Alaska .- 


to serve you 


Whitehorse, Y. T. 


INN TAVERN 


Open Daily Except Sunday. 


PAGE 24 


in honest work and enterprise - even 
room for C. D. Orchard, who, because 
he has failed to solve a burning prob- 
lem, would try to eliminate it by 
stabbing it to death....... 

When, and if, Chief Justice Gor- 
don M. Sloan again heads a Commis- 
sion of Inquiry into Forestry in B.C., 
as is currently being advocated - we 
respectfully suggest, since the Forest 
Management License Plan has so suc- 
cessfully solved the problem of the 
‘large operator. .. with sufficient cap- 
ital’ and 40% of our forest resources 
-that in the name of justice, he con- 
centrate on the problem of the small 
operator and the remaining 60%. 


PIONEER JUDGE'S WIFE 
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My guess is that there will yet be 
discoveredin B. C. many more inter- 
esting relics of a long unknown past, 
even if it be decided that the first dis- 
coverer was not Hoei-shin, a Buddhist 
monk of 499 A. D. 

The legend of Hoei-shin’s visit to 
B.C. and other parts of Western 
America under the flame of Fusang, 
has gained some credit inrecent years. 
So much so that the Vancouver artist 
John Delisle Parker painted a rather 
striking canvas of his junk the ‘‘Tai 
Shan’’ anchored off Nootkaonthe West 
Coast of Vancouver Island, on its 
supposed visit to spread Buddhism 
ca. 499 A.D. in Western America. 
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